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To the Righc VVor (hipfull 
SIOHN MEDE 


 K nicGnr, 
High-Sheriffe for the County of 
; ESSEX: : 
My bougtifull and uncorrupted Patron. 


Right Worſhipfull, 


Babe Talents little, but my loves 
AVE lg great; were] ableto expreſſe it 
SDS 1149! reatermeaſure, or 1n an 
bighernature, you fbould be fure to fende | 
tt; but I muſt ſay with that Father, Gdpabzns Naziant 
Couen, OF. All that poore Miniſters have ®* 
AZ to 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 
to requite their friends withall is Books 
and Prayers; eA ccept therefore I beſeech 
you, this. weak $ ermon (not worth the name 
of: a: Booke: ) as a pledge of my humble 
than Keſin eſe : and for my prayers to 2a 
on the behalfe of your ſelfe, your good 

dy, andall*your loving Children and Fa- 
mily, Os ate never bee wanting from 


Your poore devoted 
_ Chaplann, : 


lonun Gors.. 


SER MM O N; 
PreachedatS. Paurs-Crofle 
on Trimity-Sunday, 163%. 
Woe '2 Cunon. 36. 5: * 
So long as hee ſought the Lord, God made him 
to proſper. mw; 


S.. -- The way to proſper. 
converſation in heaven, and ſets his affeRions upon things 
above,ſo long God wil caft his favour upon him,and he ſhal 
ſhine as alight in the midſt ofa crooked and perveri 
neration ; but if once he decline from that pitch, nd Ber 
down from a godly converſation, into an carthly,baſe,un- 
godly diſpoſition;tisa _—_— but his proſperity wil vaniſh 
away, and. his latter cnd maoee worle than his beginning. 
Here then is a worthy p t for al thardodefire to proſe 
peras1 ſappole tis every mans defire _ todo: asone aid, 
Beatus wult homo eſſe, etiam non ſicviuvendso wt poſſit eſſe; 
Every man would be bleſſed, though he take a courſe tobe 
curſed, every man would go ip22e o heaven, though he run the 
way that leadsdireftly to heb;ſo every man would proſper, 
rs EIN eto oo, Fae man _ defire. 
erue uy, im, and 
give a bleſſing toall thatbelon unto him,let pax 2 take the 
courſe that Vz=iah ſomtime him ſeck the Lord,and 
' God will make himtoproſper. So long as hee ſonght the 
Lord, God made ins to proſper. - 
. Jn hi orig: arc au ycucrall things a 
and foundatiortof true proſperity, 
L. 5 The bound nc _ —_— wy it. a . wy 
irft, the groun oundation of true pro perity, and 
net op ry eye x nad 
Faro He ſomght the Lard,& God made hins to proſper.) 
+ Secondly, the bounds and limitation of proſpertic bo 
farir 0967 and bow loog itlaſteth, and ther; dite 
he {ervesandfceks the Lord, (Ss Jong as 
eget the Lord, ſo long.(and no longer) God made him 1% 


Po fuſt obleevecwo Mans ods 
| E! Ei the ATA nn = 
em pac ſeeks him. Now becauſe the whots 
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The way to proſper. ; 
of Eden, ſhall (I truſt) water this Gardet-plot of God, and 
make your ſoules proſper the better. UA ef 208 ST 

1. Whatit1s to ſceke God; | 

' 2. How; of in what manner we muſt ſeeke him; 

3. When, or what time. | BY 
R roars mm morny er ener = 
0,43 that we ma per by ſeeking him,for that is the bafr, 
the g vers Lt tags eSermon, and Oat (by Gods 
aſſiſtance } bee intermingled, and interwoven into every 


pont- 

Firſt, what-ic is toſeek God, (o as a man may proſper by 
ſceking him. To fecke God isnothing elſe bur tofceekets 
pleaſe to ſecke to get intof.ivour with God, toſecketa 
get Gods good-will ; as the Sidonians did with Herod, 
e-FA.12.20.when theyheard that Herod was diſplealed wirks 
them, and -intended” to make warre upon them, they made 
friendſhip with Blas the Kings Chamberlaine, and ſoughc 
byall meanes poſſible to get into favour with him againe;and 
why ? Becauſe: (ſaid they) our lands are nouriſhed by the 

s ofthe King. This is ourcaſc, ourlands, our lives, and 
all that we have are nouriſhed and ſaſtained by the King of 
heaven ; and therefore when we know thart he is diſpleaſed 
withus, as juſtly hee may for as David faith) We provoke 
him every day, then let us doc as they did,as me made friend= 
ſhip wich B!afs,ſoletas makefriendſhip with'Teſus Chriſt, 
and defire him co help us mro Gods favour' : And this'is that 
wee call the ſeeking of God. Now this phraſe of fecking 
God, implies that weare ata loſſe in this behalfe ; and indeed 
ſo wee are ; wee haveall of us loſt the favour of God by our 
finnes, and except we ſceke to regaine and recover it by our 

rayers and repentance, wee never looke to proſper. 
ſcoprotper, may ſome ſay ? Why, who proſper moremany' 
times than they that have leaſt care, and makeleaſt confeience 
to ſerve and ſecketheLord, they tharlivealtogether by uſury 
and oppreſſion, by bribery and extortion, by fraud and ill 
dealing, that have not God in all their thoughts, whoproſs 
per more than they 2 J anſiver to that, and 1'hope Tat 

| MOFC LOAN LACY © 2 al : - 
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neither. re is foehcthng yd . 
never Come {0 ve vin spraſperic 
ar ade hall read in the third Epiſtle ot S. [olwr, were 4 4 


pre cow all rhings that thow marf proſper rven a thy ſoule 


| w_ mans ſoule doth þ projper in graceand goodnefſe 

” y,. togethep as. hiseſtare dothproſper in wealth and 

ſtance outwardlie, that, and none but that is true proſpe- 

———_y many timcs itfalls our ſo,and a mano himſelf 
ſhall find. jr {{ 0, that his ſoule proſpers beſt; when his cftace 
proſpers worlt. - Many a man is like the Pine trec, 'of whom 
they write, that if the barke be pulled off, it will laſt along 
time, clſe it cots. So Gad ſees, that manya man if he hud his 
go him, if he had the wealch of the world about bim, 
d rot him, corrupt him,and make him worſe, there« 
FixeGod jo leinere hack Rinand pooke him,to keepe him na- 
ked, ond bare, and poore, that his ſoule may proſper the 


Saint Auguſtine gives twa reaſons why itpleaſcrh God to 
withhoid ogrward profpcritie from them that inwardly prof. 
per, and todenic Qutward bleſfivgs to them whom hee ach 
Twardlie bleſt with grace; Firſt, leſt wicked people ſhould 
him Þofapree tyre Rn 7 
on $2 AL £ 
Hatthou na conſidered my ſervant Þ44 (faith God x 
aprgh rn, and how carcfullic be ſerves me ? I can- 
him (quotb Satan). that he ſerves thee, hee doth ir 
$16 x9+iar, for his ownenecd, to ſerve hx own tune, for thou 
makeſt ſuch an hedge about bim, and ſofenec him in with: 
thine inviocible protection, that none of all his cnemies can. 
make thelcat gap ro breake in upon him ; + na 
thy hand news Devill) marum befvem, (be memes)cby 
nithing. thy vindictive revenging and touch him 
with that (as the Spider toucherh the Bee) touch him to tore 
—— ——— — 


| The way #0 profþer. - 5 
tcadof tlefling thee, will carſe thee tothy Face, Yea; doſt: 
thou think fo (faith God) doe thou take bim to doe; Ite pive 
thee leave, put1{h him; 'affli&him,do any rhing to bi, pare 
bee hivlik, didtrhouſhalt ce Zeb will ſerve me no leflethan' 
he did before ;andfo it fell our. And the fame minde doe all 
Gods fairhfulbſervants beare,' proſper or nor proſper, thrive 
ornotthrive, rewarded or. not rewarded, 'all isonetothern,' 
they-willt and-are- re{olvedto ſerve andfeekethe Lord. Sex 
condly, Eeft Gods ſervants ſhonld beare a mercinary mind, 
and ſerve him onely to make a gaipe of his ſervice, and ſoal- 
waics'bee looking andlingringatter temporall favours ; this 
would turn; is avnrctiam, Chriſtian patience into- 
carnall coverouſneſſe, and'make men earnallymindedin their 
fpirituall afaires + that were dl& d47ruizr (as the Apoſtle 
tpcaks)an affection of diſhonour, and would diſcover a kinde 
of baſcnefit in Gods'ſervants, to ſeeke hinvonly for their. 
ownends ; therefore Godices it beſt in ſome caſeg,to reſtrain. 
proſperity from them that ſecke him, and that, «/to coſilio, 
upon deep advice, and great reaſon, as:you ſec'; Firſt, ro-con- 
vince the. world of ther mifopinion of Gods ſervants. Sce 
condly, ro reQrfietheateRion of rhem that ſervehiny, that 
_ they' mayilearne not to linger after that which'God' in his- 
wiſedome ſees good to huld them ſhort of -/ | 

: Bur forthe proſperity of wicked and ungodly men (to ree 
wrne tovhat} of Th as ſeeke novthe Lord, but rather ming'e 


. 


EE I SI ITS 
wit phemy, that fertheir mourh agai aven and fay, 
as'tis in:Job, a; I5. Whou the ghry that we pred 
ſerve hins ? and what profit ſhould we have we pray unto him ? 
ch men as rheſe; the more outwardly happy they arc, the 
more ondondredly milerable ;'that which we connt the feli= 
citie and che happinefle of fuch men, is indeed their ruine and 
theirbane, to thrive well by evill courſes. You know what 
God did to Hophni and Phinehas, that were as wicked 
wretches as'the' earth''eould-beare ; Gad terthem alone, ler 
them goe on andproſperand domineere over the peore pec> 
ple, ſcnt them ng Crofle, nor _ —_ jadgement rointer- 
3 | ropt 


6 The way ty proſper." 
them, but let them take their fwinge in the very height 
of theie rebellions ; Why wou'd Godlſutfer ſuch flagitious 
villains tq. have their will withour centrqule?? God hun{clfe 
is pleaſed to give an account df ir, 1:Suip. 2-25. BFrcanſe-(faith' 
the text) he would deftoy them : this is theevent and iflue of a 
wicked mans proſperity. have ſeen the wicked in great profpe- 
5 (faith Dawid,P/al.37-35-)flonriſing like @ green bay tree. 
ſhy like a bay tree, rather chan like a green oke-tree, 
_ 
or greeneapp e-tree ? I willtell you what I thinke the reafon 
is; The bay-ttee(you know is green all the winter long,when 
ake-trees, andapple-trecs, and all other farre more profitable 
and fruitfull trees, dowither, decay, and ſhed their leaves, 
Rand naked and bare, and-looke as if they were rotten and 
dead; then doth the bay-trce flouriſh and looks as freſh and as 
ecn as it were in the midſt of theſpring ; when other trees 
decay, that flouriſheth. Sofares it wirh wicked men inſuch 
winter-times of the world as wee had the laſt yeare, -times of 
dearthand (carcity, times of want and penury-; when many a 
poore Chriſtian ,is fain to faſt and fare hard, and goe with 
many a hungry meale to bed, then do you ulurers, oppreflors, 
corn-mongers and ſuch others, thoſe wereatores Ar 
cAamitatum(as Natiantzen calls them)thoſethat make mers 
chandiſe of poore mens milſerics, then do they proſper, then - 
doe they.thrivc, then do they flouriſh like greene bay-rrees ; 
when others-decay, then REDENy mp _ their ſpring, 
ir flouriſhing time. (ZFhey flowrifh likg green bay-trees. 
Well, bar whe followes 1 the nexr Cools ? fer bile 
_ Davial). I ſought hims, but he could not be found.; as if he 
fajd, I ſought on earth in his manſion, in. his dwellings 
- place, thence hee was gone, there hee was noteo bee found x 
afterward Lſoughe him in heayen, toſee if Icould finde hin 
 thereamong the Saints and bleſſed foules above, there he was 
not to bee found-: Where was he then ? Verily hee was gone 
- Cowne asis ſaid of Imilas, A125. its bv rimw ty 74toy, gone 
downe to his owne place, gone downe to hell, there David 
Might have found him, barthere bee ſought him not. And 
- this is the.miſcrable cnd of a wicked mans proſperity, ”, 
L | | c 
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The conſideration whereof may bee a ſtay unto us againſt 
that great temptation that troubled Davidand Jeremy, and 
ſtill croubles them that are weake in faith, to ſee the proſperi- 
tie of wicked men, to ſee it goe well with them that bee 
evill, and- ill with them that doe well. Dpſt thou ſee an un- 
godly man laden with wealth, honour and eaſe ? doſt thou {ce 
an hypocrite and an evill liver bleſt as £/ax was. withthe 
dew of heaven and the fatneſſe of the earth ;doſt thou ſee a 
graceleſſe ruffian, onethat feaſts without feare, drinks with« 
out meaſure, {weares withoue feeling andlives without God; 
and yet his body vigorous, his colere plenteous and his c- 
ſtate proſperous ? in aword; doſt thou ſee them proſper that 
ſecke not the Lord, but lie-wallowing in that which God 
abhors, and ſtand chargeable in their ſoules with that which 
ſeparates and divides betwixt man and his God ? why, bee 
not diſcomforted at it, be not diſquicted with it,doe nor fret 
thy ſelfe becauſe of the ungodly, neither be thou cnvious at 
evill doers ; but confider the end of thoſe men, that is the e1- 
poſiles expreſſion, Tams 5.11. You know the patience of 76 
and what end the Lord made with him;though he curſthim 
at firſt, yet he doubled his blefling upon himat laſt; fo tay till , 
you ſee what end God will make with theſe men : ſurely O 
God(faith David, P/al.73.18.)T how haſt ſet theſe men in flip= 
pery places thou cafteſt them downe into deftruttion': a man rhat 
$ in. /#brico1n aflipperie place,- as on ice'or glaſſe, ſhall 
have much a-doe to keepe himſelfe upright though nobody 
touch him, but if one ſhould come upon himunawares and 
give hima ſudden juſtle ora ludden ruſh, hee hath no power 
in the world touphotd himſelfe,but muſt falt andrhatdanges 
rouſly-: and 'this18 the caſe of wicked wealthy: men,” they 
thinke they are dodiivmn, unmoveable and: faſtned on arocke 
thatnever ſhallbeemoved ; bur they are deceined ; -God that 
knowes their ſtanding, tels us hee hath: ſer them-on ſlippery 
es, and it will not be leng ere Godſend ſomedtath,tome 
oy 


ent, ſome evill angell or other to grve:themntachy 


jaſtle, fucha ſudden ruſh, that withour great miercy-an 
fall 


$ © Thewbayto proſper. 
fall inevitably intothe pit of hell. And this is Row firſtpaintT 
Alcfireto have handled,. namely, that the right way for a mat 
to: proſper. indeed istoſcrveand fecke the Lord, wholocver 
proſpers withourſecking of God, his proſperiticinthis world 
ſhall behis ruine and perdition inthe worid rocome., - 
+ Secondly,the manner how one thatdefires to' proſper muſt 
—— thats to be done twownies; |. - 
Hamiliter, | 
i. Ueraczter ; 
| _ Humblyand unftinedly, ſorrowfally and "FR | 
- Firſt Helniditer-ip the bleſſed Virgin Mary told aur Saves 
eur, Like 2.48: Thy father and lhave ſought thee ſorrow- 
i»g." They: that would find the Lotd a1 foe T_ ſorrow- 
ing, with ſad and heavy — ra ahd bemonnin 
their own miſerable eſtate beforc God, as it is fai 
_  ofche }ſrachites; /2 Fam: J.21) 'W -Arke of God was de- 
parted from them; they lamented after the Lord-: the beſt 
and-trueſt lamentation'-in_the world is're lament aſter the 
Lord, anda man hath never ſo. juſt a cauſe to iamene as when 
the Lord for figneisdepartedfromim... /'Wereadinthe io- 
xy of 3Gcha,' Indg: ihe eas when the Souldicrs tad te- 
ken away. Hichd's gods, hee rainecrying and weeping after 
thetn, as-2 man fwd pre e and deprived of all his comfort ; 
the Souldicrs hearing him,. mrned becke andasked him what 
hediledifaith Ffichs, Yehmiquloyotmny my. a ym =: 
yeaskeme whar I aile? can ye blame # man-thac hath loſt his 
gods to bee out of quiet ? 16 Afich4 could find in ens 
lament farthe loſſe of a falſe god, a godoFhisowne makings 
es good gods-2s that at ring uethebatke of the fire, warming 
2 man og: meatc, '( as E/ap Rags: 
Rian find in his h - +6 1o@ the tme God the God of all 
ES thatby finne which is the worſt 
hr weke aro erin Ir (avin M45 
by his owne a&t and ivaifull t;and nate 
_— may nat moved a-whit ;; breake none of his ſleepe, 
none at his wonted ſports for, asifhee reckoned GoD as 
good DW God forbid. ' Certainly, my: 


; The way to proſper, 9 
famene for the lofſe of his goods, and cannot lament for the 
lofle of his God, is worthy to loſe both his goods and his 
God forever. God was angry with the carnall mes, Hof. 7. 
14.becauſe they howled him for corne and wine, butdia 
not cry unto him with their: hearts ; they howled becauſe 
God had ſcamed- them in his mercic,bat they never howled 
becauſe they had ſcanted God in their duty ; they how'ed for 
' want of meanesnot for want of grace, which is the greateſt 
want of all : obſerve therefore what a deſpicable, contempti- 
ble terme God gives their prayers, hee cals them «/»latw, 
howlings, like the howlings of a Dogge ora Wolfe, which isa 
moſt harſh unpleaſing notre iffthe care ofa man ; (uth ae the 
prayers of obſtinate ſinners in their extremitie toGod. , 

They howled unto me upon their beds, but they did not cry uw-« 
to me with their hearts : tis not the howlin ; of the that 
God regards, but tis the cry of the heart thac pierceth hea« 
yen and entreth into the cares of Almighty God you may 
ſce it in 2oſes, Exodus 14.10, When the //-aclites were 
ftraighted atthe red Sea ; having the Sea before them, their 
Enemies behind them, Rocks andHils of cach ſide of them; 
the text ſaich, The people cried, and madea dolefull howling 
and lamentation to the Lord, Moſes held his peacezand ſee the 
ifſte : Populus clamabat & non audicbatwr, tacebat Moſes &5- 
andiebatar, The ugh cryed and God heard not them; Moſes 
held his peace and he was heard Verſ. 15 .Why doſt thou cry nnte 
#2e (faith God) when he uttered nevera word nor madeany 
noiſe that we canread of, onely his heart cried and that was 
it that God liſtned unto ; and therefore if any man finde hin 
ſcife to bee oxanpipbaaues of ſuch a hard and dry and brayny 

nper that hee cannotcry with his cies, let him cry-with his 
hcarr and it m_ Asitis faid of our Saviour, Heb.5.7. 
That the daies of his fleſh he offered prayersand ſupplicati» 
Ons xpav3e7 cioympearcs With f cries and teares unto God ; 
he did not only cry but heecried , hedideven ftiraine 
himſelfe in hispraiers with the greateſt vehemency that poſ- 
fibly he conlA; ir is not a faint and feeble cry, but it is a ſtror 
and hcanycrythat walctosrhe Lord oliften —Ceeyr+ 


w  Themaytaprofer. 
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Fit of godly ſorrow. A forrowfull man (as Jabez was) 

when hce praieth in good earneſt, that God would blefſe him 

indeed, - and be with him in all his waies, ſuch anone ſhall bee 
ſure to prolper in his ſuite, and ſhall undoubtedly receive 
either what hee doch aske or-what hee ſhouldaske : hee tben 
that defires to proſper let him ſeeke the Lord this way,dolcn» 
ter forrowfully. { 
. 2 Veracjter, truly, ſincerely, and with all his heart, Dexr.4. 
29.. If thow ſeeks the Lord thy God thou ſhalt finde him,if thou 

ſeekbim with all thy heact He that would find God mult ſceke 
himcntirely,unfainedly.and notby halves but with his whole 
nb Godt he love cor contricumsa broken heart, 
a heart-rent and torne with griefe and godiy ſorrow for fin 
yet he cannot abide cor diviſum, acloven heart ja heart parted 

anddividedwithia iclelfe, which makes « man to þe (as 5. 


Tawny 


The way to proſper, rt 
Temes cals him) «vie di4ux0;; 'adouble minded man ; fo wee © 
tranſlate it, but the word ſignifies'a man with two ſoules or 
with two minds ; ſuch a man paſt neverlooke to proſper by 
bis ſecking of God. I will give youan inſtance in 1 or 2, I 
' Chron.1e. thetwo laſt verſes,it is ſaid, that Sa»/died for the 
finne that he finr'd againſt the Lord -: what was that >one 
was for ſparing gag and the e-Lmaleksrer cattell, pretendi 
devotion when hee did it for giine ; but the maine finne was 
this, that he ſoughc to the witch and ſought not tothe Lord, 
therefore the Lord flew him. Some man may ſay, did not 
Saxd (eeke tothe Lord ? that hedid, looke into 1 Sew.28.6. 
You ſhall ſee that Sar! tried lt waies toſeeke the Lord, and 
the Lord would'not bee found of him nor anſwer him, nei- 
ther by Dceames, nor by Vrim,” nor by Prophets : how then 
can this hold good, that Sax/ ſhoald die for not ſeeking of 
God, when he ſought him and God would notanſwer him ? 
the beſt anſwer that Ican giveis this Non videtwy fieri quod 
01 pay fit,that which is noe done rightly and fincerely as 
it ought tobedone is counted as not done in an 
Saxl: ſeeking of God was counted as noſecking of God, be- 
cauſe hee ſought him not ſincerely as hee ought to ſeeke him. 
You may ſee rhe like in another kinde, 2. Reg.17.32.33- itis 
faid of the SFraritan-gAſſyrians that mongrell brods which 
were tranſplanted out of eL{hris into. Samaria, that they fea- 
red the Lord, and ſerved their owne gods alſo, and thenext 
verſe ſaith,cheFeared nor the Lord at all ; how can theſe things. 
concurre? one verſefaith, they didfeare God, another faith, - 
they did not feare him. «Lev. Their feare of God iscoun-- 
tedas no feare of God, becauſe it was no fincere feare of God: 
had they truly feared God they ſhould never havenced to 
feare their owne Idols, for he that trulyfeareth God hath his 
bleſſing, that he ſhalt need. fearenothing elſe but God in this 
ſervice of God ; as contrarily, heethat feares noe God hath * 
thiscurſe, tharGod will eitnbling heart that 


givehim ſuch acer 
' hee ſhall feare © thing bar God, idols and divcls and 
all, 'asthoſe people did, 'and therefore was their feare of God. 
cones nofeurefGciphriaias lpagpayegla Recs 
.C3 ecking 
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{ceking is 'connted as 10 fecking becauſe it was to fincere 
ſeeking of God. = 

By this you fec,thar li ir is butloſt labour, and lame 
prayers are bur loſt prayers in the ſight of God :. the e-Lpoft/ 
gives usa caveat, 2.10h.8.. totake heed that weloſe nor the 
things wee have wrought ; a man werebetter loſe any thing 
that hee hath wrought, thanloſe bis prayers for want of true 
devotion: Labia deloſa fi in ſermonibus ſint, ſaltems in orationi- 
bus non ſit, deceitfull lips and a double tongue ifthey bee 
found in our other ſpeeches,let them not. be found in our prai- 
ers in uo (faith.S. A#g«/t;) God forbid that a Chriſtian 
ſhould double and di e wich Godand the world in his 
devotions ;:hee thatdoth ſolet him neverlooketo proſper. 
reg ——_ it a ++ Prov. 28. 13. He that hideth 

1s fins ſhall not proſper: that is, as we may apply it to our pure 
poſe, he that makesreligion a cloake to and colour his 
deceit, he that makes devotion a veile to hide his (ins, ſuch an 
' one ſhall never proſper ; he therefore that deſires proſperity, 
let him ſ&ke the Lord veraciter, ſincerely. 
' Thirdly,the time when we muſt ſeeks God,and that is to be. 
conſidered. in two Circumſtances, 


- Firſt, Generally ; He that defrres to proſper mu#t ſeek God at: 
all-times.. As wee ſay, Nallum terwpms occyrrit Regi ; ſono 
time comes amiſlero -G o D,' morning areveiing, midday 
or midnight, all times acc alike forthat matter, a man can ne» 
ver come unſeaſonably wth aſuit ta God Exo. 1.8. Moſes fate 
from morning till nightro heare che cauſes of the people, bur 
hegrev weary of it, and was faineco give it over ;.but there- 
1»0ne above, Ieſus Chriſt the that fies continually. 
wu Nfl The ptzancodnne, Heb.t. on the right hand of Majeſty on 
high to heare rhe canſes and complaincs of his poore people, . 
eo receiveand preſent our petitions tothe divine Majeſtic. 
and is never weary of it, colne when we will be is at leaſure- 
to hoareus.ltis a obſervationthat S. . Auguſtine makes 
ons of rhe parable. propgſed by our Savious Luke puke 
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. hee that knockr-at midnight: to: borrow-bread of his neigh» 
bour, found all the whole tamily aſleepe, oncly the maſter of 
the houſe was awake, and he - _ opened, and gave 
him that hee craved, thoogh it wasat an unſeaſonable time ; 
Nullns de janitoribus reſpondit; none of all the porters, none of 
| all the fervants, none of all the children. made him any an- 
ſwer, they were allafleepe, only the maſter was awake, and 
heard him when he called.. Juſt fo it fares with us when we 
knocke and call at the doore of heaven for any mercy,noneof 


all the Prophets nor Apoſtles, none of all the bleſied Saints. 


departed make usany anſwer ;:alas, they heareus not, they 
ficep in peace and are at reſt from their labours; onely God 
Almightie, who is the Maſter and Maker of that bleſſed fa- 
milic, hee, and onely he doth heareand anſwer, at what time 
foever we cry unto him ; Hee that keepeth Iſrael neither ſlum: - 
breth nor uy call when we will God is alway awake to 
heareand helpe : No timeunſaſonable to ſeeke God. | 
' Secondly, but more particularly, for one that defires to 
proſper, there is a choice time and ſeaſon to ſeeke the Lord 
above all the reſt, and that is carly in the morning. *Tis a 
pretty conjeAture that the Hebrews make upon that ſaying of 
the Angell to Jacob,Gen.3 2.26. Let me go forthe morning ap-- 
ran I take it the true reaſon was,becaulſe Zacab ſhould not 
ce too curious in looking-and gazing upon that humane 
ſhape, wherein this great Angell Cur 1 $ T appeared ; (ot 
he it was that wreſtled with-/aceb. ; but their conceit is, that 
the Abgell which wraſtted with Jacob all night, deſircd to 
depart when the —_— becauſc hee was now tO 
to thereſtofthe b company and quire of Angels to 
gtheir CN unto God.*Tis but a conjeRure, but. 
we may apply it thus;We all hope tobe 472302, like the Ane- 
gels in heaven, .let-us bee like them onecarthroo, and how 


ever weare imployed- atother times, when the morning ap®- 


ares let us haſten to God, and ask him blefling every mor- 
H as our children do us, Ce eagevery err 


nj 

me: berter all the day after. [ob 8.5, 6. If thou wilt [cekg unto 
ENIAp wlg thy Syphon SOGGY 
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ww he will awake for thee andenaky thy hahitation profperens. -Þ , 


make no doabt buta many of youare catly riſers, that are up 
before the morning-watch, I foy;before morning-watch, 


(-) beforethe day-ftaror the Sun a :-and'ris poſlible for 
a man to beeearly up and nevertheneere, but hee that riſeth 
———_— ſeeke the Lord, ſhall bee ſure not to loſe his 
labour, for he ſhall profper tho betterall the day, If chow wile 
ſeek the Lord betimes,&-c. Veajbut there'sa place of Scriptur: 
on hang tan _ and Cs it, "_ 268. They frall 
Lmeearly, but they ſhatl not me. Is the Scripture cone 
trary to it ſelf? Doth God lay in oneplace, {f yer /teks mee 
early ye ſhall finde me ; and inanother Though you ſeck.me 
early you ſball not finde we? How fhall we know which to be« 
leeve, which to build upon ?-I anſwer. - on 
There's a two-fold carly,Gods carty,and mans early ; Gods 
early is toſceke him in the firſt place, «Lute 971ia adorem 
De«m(was thevld rule ) before we eat or drinke, before wee 
worke or play, beforc wee docany thing, doe that firſt ; firſt 
'feek thelking fore of God, and that*s Gods carly. Mans carly 
is at the beginning of trouble, the beginning of ſickneſle, 
the beginning of forrow;and then the wickedft wretch ou 
caxth willſeeke the Lord, -but then perhaps he ſhall not inde 
him; hee that will not ſeeke him in peace, ſhall hardly finde 


' 
, 
' 
is 
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him.” * + 
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day may bring forth ? 'Tis a Mctaphorta 3 
ens winn_ak Who-can | bart uri 
forch' tilt ſhee be delivered, may be a ſonne, .may Þca.daugh- 
ter;:maybca manſker;ſowhen the wombe ofthe morning is 
in travell . whotcan-rell. what a day is may bring forth, may 
beathns, imay be ater dies, may be a;whitc,; 2nappy, 2 COm- 
fortable day'; maybe'a blacke, adiſmyll, a doletullday ; wee 
do notknow what a day mop cing oth, Hs. gment 
or mercy; --whether' orbad cyents; therefore to prevent 
the.worſt; 'ris. good to: make lare-work for our qwndatetie, 
namely to.eke the Lord. inthe morning and then come what 
w_ come, all ſhall bee Joe the bet, God oy LEA) ha 
Ommia cooperantur,ch:c.Roms.s, All things works together 
for good to.:themahat love God, _ - ba ” 

c then.that would be proſperous and ſpeed well, let him - 
bee religioneand pray well, for hethat prayes well can never 
ſpeed amiſlez and. therefare: if :you ſee one rhat followes his 
calling, and is not followed with Gods bleſſing, it may juſtly 
be ſuſpeAK,that ſuch a one reftraineth prayer from Almighty- 
 God,as Eliphazrold Zeb iri another cale,ob 15.4. Now '*$isju 

with God to reſtrain. yah From thenrthat reſtrain their 
prayers from him, *ris jeſt with God to withhold his bleding 
from thoſe that have not the care nor the grace toaske it. Sd 
much forthe time andorder of our.ſecking the Lord. 
Fourthly, where, or in, what place. wee muſt ſecke Gog. 

Generally, : weare to ſecke him every where,for God is omns- 
preſent, 1n. all places tobe found of them that ſeck him faith- 
tully ; gs Davidaith, P/al.139.3.T hou art about my bed,and_ 
about my paths, and fpieft owt allmy waies.. : Weelictle thinke 
— lie down 1n Our beds 353 dog lesdoynjna kennel, 
wit any: prayer, 'any ejaculation, any good. motion to 
God-ward, we hitte thipkthat; God is ſoneergnsthathe is 4» 
bout our beds,and doth obfervare excubias, watch our watch- 
ings, and obſerve ourlying downeand ot uP-,, = .; 
. - Againe,when we walk in Circurrm,walk the Deyilsround 

.from one Gnne toanether, prigay oa another, from 

One ill company toanother, wee little thatGodisabout 


® ; 
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our paths, *14piehr oft alt our waics t but whether-wet 
chinkiror 00; fo itis for certain; eneheforeeoapply rh it the 
way; In whar place ſoever we ſeel-God, in bedor up, 
wiekin doore or without, in' the field orintheroad, we ſhall 
yt tb ion yon bem CG —_ 
« efpecially;' is a pr6per peculiarplaceappoi i 
ſhans to ſeck-the Lord ih, and char 19 the h of God,the 
SanAuary or houſe of prayer, ther's his dwelling place, and 
thicther muſt we = a1 wr We have an exprefle law 
for ir, Dent t2'5. rhar placewhich the Lord your God ſhall 
chaſe to put his es; *n that his habitation ſhall ye ſreke wnto 
'bims. d aww wasthis a law Judicial, arteiacaialt that 
bound the Tew onely for a time, but morall and perpetuall,that 
bindesthe Chriſtian for ever, to ſeek the Lord where he is t9 
ener es wry 4 un wr to come there, 
may ja termed (as Eſav was) profane perſons, as be 
'procal 4 fano, far from the SanQuary, and conſequently rg. 
Gods protection ; for they that are thus out of the one, are out 
.of _ other alfo. WY 
AsS. Auſtin notes out parable, L»k,10. 30.concerni 
the man that fellamonyg theeves, and was wounded and If 
halfe dead, *tis noted of him that hee was going down from 
Teraſalenst to /ericho; from the Church I warrant you : Ternſa« 
Jem was the Church of God, the holy Citic ; Jericho was a 
curithl branded withan ancient EE daies of 


andfeom his Church, 
'thands of theeves. wells tary nec hehadnorfl the Lord - 
would have fafe guarded and defended him, that no ſuch evill 
;ſhould have berided him ; bur becanſe hee was going from 
the Church roacurſed place,and like enoughabour anaughtie 
-buſineſſe, therefore God gave him over, and he fell into the 
hands of theeves. | As many therefore as defire Gods pro- 
te&ion and'b þ Tet reſort to'theChurch toſerve 
.and ſccke the Lo 


You 
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'You will fay, itwerea good comfort for a man ſo to doe, 
if he were but (ure to proſper ever the betrer ; but we fee ma- 
ny that frequent the Church duely-and daily, that yer proſper 
never the more. | | 
eA»ſw. If itbe ſo, rhen ſurely cis tobee feared, that ſuch 
came not to Church witha true intent to ſeek God, but cithee 
for novelty and faſhion ſake, or for company to doe as others 
doe, orfor ſome orher ſiniſter reſpe&; rhey doe not make it 
their erxand, their aime, and the drift of their ſaules to (ceke 
God ; if they did, God would furely proſper chem in one 
kinde or other : you know the place, Pray for the peace of Ie: 
r1{alem, they ſhall profper that love thee. That lovewhat? that 
love /ern/alem, that love the Churclrof God, that love the 
word of -God, that love the Miniſters of God, thatlove the 
ordinances of God, they ſhall proſper (ſaith David,P/al.1 225 
6,9.) 1f they-doo ior profper outwardly, they ſhall proſpee 
inwardlie, ifthey doe not profperin goods,they ſhall prof 
in grace, and that is the betrer profperirie by far. 1fay the bets 
ter, and I will make it goodour of Heb. $:6. Jeſiu Chrift is 
the mediatonr of a better covenant-; eſtabliſhed briter pro 


| Teſtament, and you 
ſhall finde the promiſes 6f-the-( ate elemc of another 
nature, moſy of them ſpiritial} p 5, promftites*of the 
pardon of fing,the peace of conſcience,thejoyinthe Ho x v 
G m9 5 7, and ſugh-like + an theſe, faith ths Apoitc 
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are «pe#7] ores better promiſes than the other. . 
Hencelgatber, that he that in theſe daycs ſeeks the face of 
God in his: Church, .and isof ſucba converſation asbecom- 
eth che Goſpell, if he have not remporall proſperity, he ſhall. 
bave that that ig better for him, hee ſhall haverhe pardon of 
his ſinnes, the. favour of his Ged, the comfort of his conſci- 
| ence, andthe ſalvation of his foule, which are things of grea- 
ter worth thanall the ontward happinefſe under heaven, and 
will bee a ſecret ſtay and qe rpg when all that. 


r= Os will not. yeeld. a man-one drop of truc re 
ANDINg... - | 
: You now thatthePrifoners.in the Tower, Noblemen, and 
men, and ſuch ovhers, they are in worſe eſtate and con». 
nr ines pms + tes» any. Yan bf 
though they have ging, attendance 
fineroomes,: ſoft beds, curious walkes, &c. yet they arc [ab 
4, they are under the wrath and diſpleaſure ofthe King, and. 
luoke every day when they ſhall be called our to arraignment, 
to have {cntence paſſeagainſtrhem, and execution to be done 
upon them : Such isthe caſe of a wicked wealthy man,whoſe 
fGinncs are unpardoned, and: whoſe conſcience is uopurged; 
and whoſe. ſoule is unreconciled to Godhe is in worſe eſtate 
and condition than the pooreſt of Gods ſcrvants that fare. 
with breadand water: for 4 though he _ gu dn, 
reat meanes, anda cftate, yerhce is, /xbirs; underthe- 
__ and dilealureof God, and where-ever-hee goes, the 
black clouds of Gods heavy vengeance hang: over bis head, 
ready — provocation to drop down upon him. No 
maryell then that .Fa/2w-0s laith, The righteour man is more ex- 
celltnt than bis neighbour, ' Prov.12.26. he doth not deny but 
a _yo_ ian: may bee poore: than his neighbour; yet hee 
ith, hee-is moreexcellent, becaute his cxcellency is intrin- 
fecall, (onms deter ab 3ntus Jthe others is byr outward and ad- 


ventitiqus. Now be nll coanthimſclfe more excellent 
than he.cxcels bim in outward things, 


nl ur, | 
tn wealth and-wortdly.goods, ir is but (as one well compares 
#) 6 Xa mean cir. the fame (ings appr. ſhould bead 
$71 - $ | it lee. 
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it ſelfe againſt a wall of marble that ſtands in'the ſhadow. 

W hat faitha Father, An ideo Angelus paper 5uia non habet 
jumenta?Shall we count an Hl co be poore-becuult he hath 
not heards, and flockes, and droves of cattell as worldly 
miſers have? No, their riches are in another kinde. So ſhall 
wee count a Chriſtian poore and baſe becauſe hee wants the 
wealth of- the world +? No, - they arerich in another kinde; 
what hee wants outwardly, he hath .it invvardly, what hee 
wants in meanes, he hath in grace; though he bee nor rich in 
the purſe, hee is rich in the faich; chough he have not ſilver 
and gold, hee hath that which is better than either, he hath 
the precioas Pearl of Gods grace, whichis of more valuets 
inrich the ſoule, than all the gold and fiiver in the world. 

The Goſpell (you know) compares grace to Pearls ; now 
Pearls are of no valne to dunghill-Cocks ; buetothem that 
know the worth of thetn, are the onely riches in the 
world ; and the rather becauſe; ; 5-118 

Firſt, they are durable riches, no fire can confumethem, ne 
moth can cat them, no-ruſt take hold of them. 

Secondly, they are portable riches : a man thatthatha thous 
ſand pound in Pearls, may carry themall about bim, and ne» 
verclog him,which he could not do if his wealthlay in other 
things. So here, to one that hath no grace,to a godleſle grace» 
leſſe man, the Pearle of Gods grace 18 of no value ; but to one 
that knows how to ous it, it exceeds all worldly wealth; 
as faras goldexccedsdirr, and Pearls exceed pebbles ; and-the 
rather, becauſe, firſt, *:is durable, ie willneverdecay, nor bee 
utterly loſt. Secondly, *cis portable, it will accompany a mang 
whereſoever hee goes hee wall carry-it- with him,! edroxoy 
evriuary, the friend of hi- boſome,. the companion! of his 
Nudic, and acontinuall comforter in a'ladverfitic ; yed, when 
death itſelf: comc$0 diveſt and ſtrip him of all cther riches, 
no death can trip him of that, tis agrace that ſhallneverlcave 
him till it bring himcogl-ry. iyncredl] -— 

Miſtake mee-not (1 befgech you). I doe not ſpeakethisto 
any mans prejudice,. as if riches and religions as if goods and 
grace Were dovpane, —_— congentooptnnny 


= - 
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tandtogerher ; but as our Saviour ſaid tothe woman, Lk. 11. 
27.when ſhecried out, Fleſſed is the wombe that bare thee and 
paps that gave thee fcky : our Saviour denied nor that, tor 
that was true alto and undeniabie,bur anſwered her by a corre- 
Atve compariſon, yea rather bleſſed are they that heave the word 
of God and kgepe it ::(0 it is a great bleſſing of God ro have the 
wealth cf the world and to proſper outwardly ; but icisa 
greatcr bleſfing to have the grace of the Spirit and toproſper- 
inwardly. In regard whercot David having praicd for many 
temporal bleſſings in the behalfe of his people, Pſal.144.12, 
8 3:14! that their ſonnes might be tall and hardy, andtheir 
daughters f:ire, their oxen ſtrong to labour, their ſheepe - 
fertile and fruirfuil, that chere might bee no commotion nor 
complaining in. their ſtreets ; at length windeth opali-with 
this Epiphonema:or Concluſion, Bleſicd bee the people that 
are in -fuch acaſe z:but onthe necke of ithee comes in with 
an Epanorthoma or Corretion0Fhis former ſpeech, cating in 
and — words, as if he had ſpoken otherwiſe than 
well, yea rather (faith hee) Bleſſed are the people that have 
the Zezd for their God ; avifhe had ſaid ; that indeed isa blef- 
fing-in ſome kinde, but it isnothing tothis blefſednefle, for 
thatis bur extermall, thisis internall; chat is bur temporall,this 
eternall. He then that defires to proſper;whether in grace or 
in goods or m both, -let him thus doe ; frequent the houſe of 
God, fceke the face of God, reverencethe miniſterie of the 
word; 'yceld thy feife tobee wrought upon by thepowerfull 
NGC andthis (if apy thing) will make 


2 \Thus-yow have heard the firft point handled with the 
ſeverail cirouimſtinces of ir; roachmg mans duty, Fo /ceks 
Eos chiticnt & Gods mercy] Tv' eaſier ther That ſoc ke him, 
219i 1 1292 » 1220 God made bimto poſer. = YA; 
2" :God iy the Ayhour of all proipericre 3 as Davidſpeakes of 
notion,it cones neither from'the Faſt;nor from the Weſt, 

the” Narth nor frork the Soggh, but ircomes from God ; 
fo doth this.-F {$4 6bſerv#ble char when Inak ble fled Zarob 

— Oini25(98 thier he iid; Ghl ever vhir of the dew of hewver nd 
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the fatnes of the earth, and plenty of Corne and wine;after when 
he came to bleſſe Eſax,he gives him in a manner the verieſame 
bleſſing, Ver. 39. Bebold,ghy dwelling ſhall be the fatneſſe of the 
garth and the dew of heaven from ahove ; but no mention is 
qpade of Godin Eſar's wo as wasin /gcobs.  Doubtleſle 
this was 2 preſage that acove poſterity, all truc Iraclites, 
ſhould depend upon God for theſe temporall bleſlings, and ac. 
themſelves beholding to God for thetroutward 


knowledge 
itie, and ſo ſhould not Eſaws race, I meane the men of 


proſper 

this world, of whom David faith, P/al.'17. 14... They have 
their bellies filled with hid treaſure ; for it 1s abſconditum, it 
is hid to them, who it is that feeds and filleth their bellies, 
rm God; they know him not, neither doe they acknow- 
ledge his gifts : but we know him and are bound1n duticand 

ience to acknowledge that wee have nothing but whar - 

wehave received; nof _ nouriſh us, oa — a. 
raine nor ncr to preferre andprofper us 
what nl come from God Ne dds D oneine, non nob19,n0t - 
unto us Lord, notuntous, bueunto thy name give the praiſe: 
marke the ingeminaticn ; the 'Pcophet reacheth us to. pray - 
twice againſt our owne praiſe, wee are ſo apttopraiſeour - 
ſelves, ſo rcadieto ghorie in our owne proſperity; butlet mce 
adviſeyou, you that find rm adatys Gay es you and: 
property peg $ to come upon you, Whom you thank. 
[For it not thanke your ſelves, but thanke your God ; it is hee. 


tharmakes you roprofper. 

Obſerne freer that it 1s not barely ſaid, God Page 
him, but God made him to proſper Cas it were)in deſpight 
bf all thofethat ſought andwifted his doing. As iris faid 
in another caſe, ſat.5.45. God makes the Smnne to ſhine wpom 
the pood and npon the bad;he makes ther aine tafall wpon the juſt 


wide «nuſt ; it is not faid, hee fuffers it, but her makes ir, 
varia, facit exorirt , no doubr' there 1s many a one inthe 
world that-is ſuch a Zxcifugs,: a Hater of lyghr andiover of 
darkenes,whoſe deedsareio evillthatrhe veryſun in the hea» 
vens iscvenloth to cafthis beamesand ſhine uponhim:; and 


there is many a plot oe Pea. 
3: we 
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ſed by ſo wicked: an owner, that the very clouds of heavrci 
-aretoth and unwilling to drop their fatnefſe upon it, bur 
that: Ged as it were mikes them doe it : Hence wee ſee that 
God hath the diſpoſing of all thefe temporal! bleſſings ; if the 
.Lord undertaketo make a man, all the world ſhall not marr 
him ; we may ſce itin <Aoſes, Exod.7.1. Pharacb did wi 
he could to marre 4Loſes and to expoſe him to ruine and ub- 
ſ{curitie in his very infancie ; but 'G o ÞD thatundertooke to 
make him, never left him, nor gave him over, till hee had 
.made him a god to Pharaoh,not a god whom Pharaoh (ſhould 
. worſhip, but..whom hee ſhould feare and ſtand inawe of za 
.god to execute judgments and bring plagues upon himand te 
remove the ſame againe. Hannah faith inther ſong, rt. Seam.2.7. 
iT he. Lord maketh poore and makgth rich,it were as cafic to God 
tomakeall richas to make any poore. ; againe, it were all ohe 
with God to make all poore as to make any rich. (for hee hath 
the making of both) but in his providence and wiſedome he 
hath-made fome of both ſorts, that the ponengns helpe them» 
ſelvesto heaven by ſupplying aad rclicving the neceſlitics of 
the other. "+4; | ; 
And therefore for our own parts, if we have any making,an 
premotion or ptoſperitic above our fellows,we muſt confefle 
with David : That it ss God that hath made #«s, and not wee onr 
Felves ; it'is Godrhat hath made us Men, when he might bave 
m-:de ug Beafts, it is' Gor thathath made us Chriſtians when 
he might have made us Infidels ; it is God chat hath made ug 
rich when- hee might have made us poore ; ina word, it is 
God that hath made usgo proſper when he might have made 
us to perth. (Hee ſought the Lord, and God made him to 
ofder.) | | 
2 Bur that is not. all ; the maine thing that I obſerve from 
henee is, the benefit that ariſcth to us by ſcreking of G:o Do, 
namely rhat- it turnes to our owne advantage, our Owne pros 
fir ; God hath onely the glory, bur the gaine is wholly ours, 
for.it is a meanes to make usprofper_; a> David (prakingof 
the commandements, :P/al. 19. faith,that in kceping of cheay 
. there is greatreward ; no man ſhall bee a loſer by wa. -< 
| | $ 
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Gods commandements, but a gainer, anda great gainer too» 
forin keeping of them there is great reward ; if wee bee not 
rewardedon earth our reward thall bee the greater in heaven, 
In calis repoſita eft major compenſatio(faith Calvin)the greateſt 
reward is reſerved inthe heavens. "Thus ſaith the Lord thar 
tcacheth thee to profir, E/a.48:17.0h that thou hadſt harkened 
wy commandements ! then had thy proſperity beene as a flond, 
177 ey righteouſneſſe as the waves of the ſea : thy proſperity 
ſhould have beene to large and plentifull, that as a floud it 
ſhould have runne over the bankes, and-the reward of thy 
righteouſneſſe as the waves of the ſea ; that is, one reward 
ſhould follow upon the necke of another, as one wave fol. 
lowes npon the necke of another : 1.5.29. 0h that there 
were 4 heart in this people to love n feare me as they have, 
faid, then ſhould #t- goe-well with them and their children after 
then ; not chat I mightbeea gain uloſe, but that you 
and your children might-reapeth t. . So that as our Sa, 
viour faith of the Sabborh, that it was made for man,not onely 
for Gods ſervice, but.for mans profir : ſo itis true ofevery 
Commandement, itwas made for mans, that is,for mans good 
and benefit z therefore you have it ſo often) repeated in Dex-: 
terozomy, Theſe ate the Commandements that I have given 
thee for thy wealth and for thy goods | 

- Iris a pretty obſervation of Cajetay, upon that ſaying.of 
Godto Moſes, Exod.34.1. Hew thee two T ables, Dolatibs,, 
20% hi, ego enins non indeges tua delatione: Hew to thy (elfe, 
not for me, - for] need none of thy-hewing, nor yet any of thy. 
nbles, itisforthy owne andthy peoples good that I bid thee 
how them ; {6 itisfor our good that Godbids vs ſecke him; 
God hath onely the glory of it, bur the benefit is our owne, for. 
itis ameanes to make: us profper.. . -- 

- Therefore if wee love our ſelves and defire to doe our. 
ſelves good, letus ſecke the Lord, Iknow,thatngturally wee 
all ove our ſclves too- much ,. . but ſpiritually weallloye our. 
ſeves too little ; for hee that lives in ſinne, he doth not love - 
himfelfe, for hee gocth the way to undoe-him(clfe both here 


andever, 2.Chron.24-20, Why tranſgreſſe ye the Commande- + 
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mentsof theLord that ye cannorproſper. Wee uſeto fay of - 
one that is of a good nature, butan evill. huszband, Hee 5s us 


an foe but his own;and *cis true of every one that lives 1n any 


known finne, not grieving for ir, not ſtriving againſt it, noc 
making conſcience to reforme it, heis his own foe indeed, for 
Shs onely anger God, but he hinders himſclfe thathe 


that yee cannot proſper 

Thelike ſpeech you have in &zck. 18. hy will you die, O 
houſe of Tſrael ? God doth not ſay, Why will yee finne, 
Houſe of Iſrael-? but, Why will yee dic,: O houſe of Iſrael ? 
as preſappofing they mighe well know, if they will needs 
finne, wy muſt needghng. ; for death is the wages of finne, 
and followes it ast follows the bodice. The Lord 


ſpeakey ir wirk: indign hy willyeedie ? as Wondri 
they ſhould love th no better, but eyen to ſeeke the 
owne death, by ruſhi finne, as a horſe ruſheth into the 


batrell : that's the expreſſion that God uſeth' (Ter. 8. 7.) They 
ruſh into finne as a horſe raſheth into, the battell. And why asa 
Horſe ruſherh into the bartell, and notas a manruſheth into 
the battell ? I will cal youwhatT thinke the reaſon-is ; The 
horſe when hee ruſheth into the battell, doth nor. know thae 
thoſe whomhe ruſheth on be hisencmies, that they will hurt, 
wound, and kill him, but hee ruſheth on them withour feare 


of wir, and rutheth upon higowne death: ſo fooliſh men dos 


notknow.,at leaſt will not know(T his they willingly kyow not, 
as Saint Peter ſpeakes,) that finne is ſuch'an enemicto them, 
rhatir doth hurr, Kill, and damnethem, Ss they ruſls 
upon ſinhe withour' feare, and fa runne wpon their owne de- 


Nrackion. 


Therefore *tis a good mediration of Saint Auftin upon that 
prayer of David, Detrver me;,O Lord;from the evill man, Tu 


rltt5bt eſſe malns;libevet te Dominus 4 te, &c. Be ntthou arp 


cvill man ro thy ſelte, pray to. Ga ro deliver thee from thy. 
ſelfe being arr evill man, and of an eviil man to make thee a 
gnod man, that thou maieſtnor hure thy ſeife, andthen never 
fearcany hurctharary other ovillmancagdoctice. "we lay, 
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Nemo laditny niff a ſcipſo, No man takes avy hure but he may 
thanke himſelfe, his owne finne is the cauſe of it ; were it not 
for finne, heaven could have noquarre inſt us, hell could 
have no power over us; our fins are they that hurt us,they are 
: thoſe that undoe us. | E 
The Scripture ſpeakes of finne lying at the doore, Gev. 4. 7. 
- If thou deft it, frnne lies at the doore. Of all doore keepers in 
the world, finne is the worſt, for if thatlie at the doore it doth 
a double miſchiefe, it keepes Gods bleſſing out, and ir lets 
Gods judgement in: therefore if you defire todwellin fafetic, 
and to proſper in ycur familie, lct not fin lie at your doore ; as 
. tong as that lies there, without repentance, you muſt never 
looke to proſper. 
++ The Scriptures ſpeake of ſome that are ſonnes of Belial 
and daughters of Belial, (the fonnes of El; were ſonnes of 
Belial, 1 Sam. 2.and 1, Hannah faithto Eli, Count not thy 
hand-maid for « daughter of Belial.) Now a {onne of Belial 1s 
taken | — for one exceedingly wicked, the very childe 
of the Devil, that lives, «#b/q#e j#g9, without a yoake, with 
Out any feare of God before his eyes; bur it ſeemeth to be de» 
rived of (3:45) which ſignifies withour, and (jag»a/) which 
is to be profitable, or to proſper ; and ſo Bela? noteth ſucha 
one as isaltogether unprofitable, and which cannot, ſhall not 
proſper. If any ſach bee here, orif any of yuu that bee here 
finde your ſelves to be ſach,' that you areunprofitable meme» 
bers of the Common-wealth, that yon doe, cannot proſper 
in your courſe of life, I will nor pw are ſonnes of Be 
tial (what have I todoe tojudge you e) onely this let me ad- 
viſe you, that you would confider with your ſelves what 
ſinne it is that lies at your doores, 'and keepes Gods bleffing 
por my | "3 
Remove but that, drive” but that way by a fincererepen- 
tance and reformation of life, and then there's nous to profs 
per. "—_ isthe nature of a ſtreame, if it be ſtoprin his 
courſe that Fe cannot make a way in. his wonted channell, it . 
will turne in upon' it {:Ife and flow backe againe towards the 
' fountaine, -and to the place it _ from ; ſo when you finde 
| your 
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- your ſelves ſtoptin your proceedings, that you catinor make 
a way into the world ſo proſperouſly, ſo ſuccesfully as you 
defire, then doas the ſtream doth, remeate,floy back, refle&, 
xecoyle and turn in upon your ſclyes, to ſee where the fault 
lies, what ſinne is the cauſe of it- (for that's the 73 za7vxo7, 
the objec or barthat hinders good things from us)and when . 
you have turned back into your ſelveg,then turn forward unto 
your God, deſire him to pgrdon andamend you, and that's 
the way to proſper. . * | 

I haye not yet done with this point ; I beſecch you give mee: 
kcave,..and I beſcech God give me grace, that I may apply it- 
ſeverally. and cft-Qually to your ſoules and conſciences ; for. 
applicarion is the life of all inſtru&ion ; a thing provedis: 
true.toall, but itis good to none but, onely.to them to whom 
itis applicd. . Let mc.intrear. therefore your patientattention: 
yet a little longer, and you. ſball heare what Lhave te fuy uh- 
toyou, not inany biting or galling manner. (I never delighted 


in that ftrain,) but in gentleneſle and mildneſſetoteach you: - £3 
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+ Firſt you thataretradeſmen, Shop-keepers, Handycrafigs 
men, that havenothing toberaketo but what your honeſt la«: 
 bours and endeavours muſt helpe yourto ; doc you defire to. 

proſper in your tradesand callings ? then ſeek the Lord before 
you ſet to worke,doas they doeat Sea, that have ocmos ad ca. 

lum, may ad clavum, their hand upon the helme, and their 
eye upon the heaven zo when a mans hand.is. upon his work, 
and his heart upon his God, then is his buſinefle like to proſe 
per. | Contrariwiſe, he that ſets to his work before he ſerkes 
to -his- God, takes a. prepoſterous courſe, and commonly 
thrives thereafter. You know what Peter confeſt to Chriſt, 
4after, we have labonredall night and taken nothing ; and no- 
marycll, for-Chriſt was not with him in the Ship; as ſoone as 
ever he had gotten Chriſt, immediately he-had good ſuccefle, 
Belceve it, brethren,except Chriſt be wicha may in hjs Shop, 
as he was with Peter. in his Ship, there's no goad tobedone” 
* 3n any trade. What's the reaſon that ſo,many Tradeſmen 
break, aud hidg theix heads, and runaway, but becauſe hey 
| ' NaVe 
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' have hot ſought the Lord, nor gotten Chriſt nhto them : they 
. fiſt breake with God, then breake with'men; firſt loſe their 
credits with God and then 'tis juſt with God they ſhould loſe 
their credits with men : firſt leave' their honeſtie, then loſe 
their proſperitie ; if you defire therefore that your dealings 
. Could ay. and your trading holdand thrive, get Chritt 
into your-ſhops and he will bring you in Cuſtomers, he will 
blefle your takings, he will uphold you thar you ſhall never 
breake : but if yee expell Chriſt out of your Shops by your 
wickednefle, ag Petey out of weaknefſe would have had 
_ Chriſt been gone out of his Ship (ſaying, Lord, go from me for 
Tam a finfull max) then farewell all good fortune, and never 
looke to proſper. T1 & 

And if you would have Chriſt to keep with you, to dwell 
and make his abode with you, and ſo toblefſeand proſper 
you, then be ſure that you uſe a good conſcience inall your 
dealings ; take heed you donot deal with your Cuſtomers, as 
& theprophet Ayzos complains of the dealers in his time, Amos 
== 8.5. Thatthey made the Ephah-ſmall,andthe Sheckle great ; 

- thatis, they madethe meaſarelittle, and theprice great: take 
heed of that, *tis an abomination to (the Lord, and hee that 
uſeth it ſhall never proſper. - Remetnber the ſaying, 70b cap.” 
8:5,6. Seek the Lord and be npright, and he will make the habi= 
tation of my righteouſneſſe proſperous. 

2 You that have occafion to travell by land or by water,that 
bave any Journey to-gothat- you defirc ſhould proſper, then 
ſeek ro God oy you ſet out of doores, take God along 
with you, requeſt his- company, crave his condufand gui- 
dance » pray as Eleazar did, Gen. 24.12. O Lord God of my 
water Abraham, 1 beſeech thee ſend me good ſpeed this day ; and 
God heard: him, and granted his defire, thee fpedas well ag 
his heart could wiſh. 1frhou wouldſt be proſperous and ſpeed 
well, bereligious and pray. well ; for he that prajes well, can 
never fpced ill. .In any caſe goe not ont of doors without ſees 
king of God chow doſt tKou know what miſchiefe may be« 
fall thee in the way, it God be nor with thee to prote thee? 

bat if chouhaſt ſought ro him, he y be aſunne and aſhield 
WR | E 2 u0ro 
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unto thee, P/al. $4.4 Sunne todireR and guide theeg Shield: 
' to defend and fave thee from all annoyances that may hurt 
thee ; He wil [give his Angels chargd over thee to keep thee in all 
thy waies.; in viss, non#n precipitiss;in thy waics wherein thou 
walkeſt with God as Enoch did ; not in thy headlang courſes 
wherein thourunneſt without God: when thou runneſt inthe 
Devills way, inthe way of wickedneſle and vanity, thou art 
out of GodsproteRion, aud muſt neyer look to proſper : (ont 
of Gods waics, and out of Gods proteion.) Inall thy jour- 
nies therefore doe as Elkanah did, 1.S4m.1.19. Hee roſe up 
early in the morning to returne to Rawah, but he durſt not ſet 
forward a foot, till hee had worſhipped before the Lord: 
Moſes would not ſtirre a foot except Gods preſence went 
with him, Ex0d:3 3.15. beare thoutharminde, hold thou that 
godly reſolution, and (my life for thing) God will make thy 
way toproſper. . - | 
- 3 You thatare Souldiers and menof warre, if you bee 
commanded to fight the Lords battels in cau/a;Chri/ts,againſt 
his and your cnemies, and (as Tertwl. ſpeakes) crnuorem cruore 
yeponere,. to retaliate bloud with bloud, to ſhed your bloud for 
Chriſt that hath ſhed his bloud for you ; doe youdefirethat 
your warfare ſhould proſper 2 then ſecke to God before you 
ſer upon your enemies ; it is'Godthat muſt cover your heads 
in the day of battell, it is hee that muſt defend you from the 
danger of theenemy, Beleeve it,a man of war without God 
js but a naked man though. in the mid'ſt of all his harneſſe, 
Exod. 32. 25. itis ſaid that Moſes (aw the people were na- 
ked, after their great fin, how naked ? Non vefte,ſed gratia & 
prefidio Dei,they were naked npt ſo much for want of cloaths, 
1es,as for want of the grace, favour and proteRtion of God ; 
and no doubt(as Ferws obfſerveth )Sirmnc N—_ hoſtes, if 
their cnemies had thenfallen upon them,they had moſt ſhame- 
fully foiled them. . Thus it is ſtill, leta man be never ſo well 
cloathed; never ſo well armed, never ſa, well genes and 
weaponed,if he be 1 Gods proteQion by. fin; he lies na- 
kedand open to all diſaſters, and therefore ifever any of you . 
come upon that ſervice, firſt ſeeke.the Lord, and thatis the | 
Way to proſper, CR 4 You - 
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4 You that are great projeRors and plotters for you 
advancement in the world, let mce onely admoniſh-you in a 
word ; that in all your plots you would beginne with the firſt 
mover, and ſecke to God before you ſet upon the meanes ; for 
it is a certaine thing, no project can proſper without God : 
when you have wrought a buſineſſeand ripened it, and (ag 
you thinke) brought it to maturity, if God be not ſought un» 
to, he can daſh it and blaſt it in a moment, that it ſhall prove 
abortive like the untimely fruit ofa woman, E/ay 8. 10. Take 
connſell together and it ſhall bee brought to nought, pronounce a 
decree and ſhall not ſtand, for God is withus. Nogodd to bee 
done without God, Hannah gives thiscounſell in her ſong, 
1 Sam.2. 3. Speaks no more preſumptnonuſly, let not arrogancy 
come forth of your month,for the Lord is a God of knowledge and 
by him enterpMiſes are eſtabliſhed ; for any man to thinke or ſay 
that he is able of himſelfe to bring an cnterprize to paſſe, hee 
ſpeakespreſumptuouſly, he takes more upon bim on hee is 
Dle to performe ; for mortall man hath not the knowledge to 
look through a bufineſſe,to ſee all the circumſtances of it,all the 
whecles that muſt concur toaccompliſh.it. The Lord is on« 
ly a God of knowledge, and by him enterprizes are broughr 
to paſſe; one thing brought to paſle by him, isbetter than a 
thouſand brought to paſſe by our ſelves without him, becauſe 
his mercy is over all his works ; that is (as one well expounds 
it) as the warmth of a Hen is over all hereggestocheriſh and 
to hatch them, fo is Gods mercy over all his works, to pro 
duce them, ſo as ſhall be moſt for our good ; whereas if a man 
fit brooding over his owne projets, and thinke to hatch and 
produce them of himſelfe without God, they will prove but 
Cockatrices egges, which when they are broken aſcrpent ap« 
peares, ſome miſchiefe or other to ſhame and blame them- 
ſelves. If you defire then-thatyour projets ſhould proſper, 
and your enterpriſes ſucceed and come to good cffeR, then 
feeke to God for counſelhand dirc&ion, beggefor the ſecret 
idance of his ſpirit, and the ſecret working of his provi- 
ence, and hee ſhall proſperthy projeRs and bringthy enter» - 


rizest0 paſſe. _ 
Pr1zeS40 Paile, "4; 5 Iaſt 
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* 5 Laſt of all, you that are in debt and diftreſſe for want 
of meanes and maintenance ; I ſhall endeayour to give you 
counſel from my Text; you know that godlinefleand honeſtie 
is-not alwaies a defence againſt debt-; grace and goodneſſe 
may keepe a man from unthriftineſſe, but it doth. not ever 
keepe a man from povertie ; ſothat even the beſt, the holieſt, 
the honeſteſt -men onearth may bee in debt and deepe in arres» 
rages, notthrough any laviſhneſſe orriot of -expence (for Re« 
ligion teacheth a good -man to moderate his hands, and to 
{ſpend within the proportion and compaſle of his eſtate,) but 
otherwaies by the inflicting or ordering hand of God npon 
him to try him. Many waics-.there bee to bring amaninta 
debt, but there is but one way (that I know). to-bring a man 
out of debt,-and that is this that is chalked out here in my 
text, To ſerve and ſeeks the Lord, If God be truly ſerved, 1f 
the Lord bee ſincerely ſought unto, let a mans cſltate,be never 
ſo poore, his debts never{omany, his dangers never ſo great, 
God will finde a meanes to worke him out : as the eApo/tle 
Peter ſaith,z Pet.2.9.T he Lord knoweth how to deliver the god- 
ly ont of temptation : though the godly know not how they 
ſhould poſſibly be delivered, yetGod in his {ecret wiſedome 
knowes how todeliver them ; ſoGod knows how todeliver 
a poore man out of debt though he himſfelfe know no evaſion, 
hath no-meanes either in his power or in his view ; God is ne- 
ver at aſtand, neverat aloſſe ; if we know how topray, he 
knowes how to helpe us. | 

W hat aid the man of God to eAwzaziah ? 2 Chron.25.g. 
when hee forbadihim to take the Ephraimites into the battell 
againſt the £domites becauſe God was not with them : Ama- 
_ z4ah asked him, what then ſhould become of the hundred ta» 
lents which he had given them for their helpe ? Cannot God, 
ſaid the Prophet give thee more than this ? ſo ſay Itohim 
tat rtrembles at the*inu2dation of debt upon him ; cannot 
Ged it hee were ſought unto give an iſſue out of this ? cannot 
God (I fayif the ling-blocke of chy finric were taken out 
of rhe way by a ſoundand ſcrious humiliation,) cannot God 
give thee even more than that thou owneſt ? cannot God ac 
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more for thee than thou art aware of ? aſſure thy ſelfe hee can, 
nay: aſſure thy ſelfe hee will : Take not my word for ir, but 
cake the Apoſtles word, Phil.4.6. witrupmrirs, be nothing 
careful (fo we tranſlate it) but the word ſignifies, bee not di- 
firacd or troubled in minde : and what is there in the 
world, what worldly thing (I meane) that more diſtraQts and 
troubles an honeſt-minded man than the thought and confi- 
detation of his debts and dangers : well, but 1s thereno re« 
medie, is thereno relicfe for one in ſuch a cafe ? yes, there is 
one univerſall remedie for all evils whatſoever, and that is 
humble praier ; that is the harbour we muſt put intoin all our 
Hl weather, and that is it the Apoſtle dire&ts us unto in the 
place-forecited ; bee carefull for nothing, but in every thing 
let your requeſt be made knowne unto God in fipplication 
and -prayerand giving of thanks, and the God of peace gpupioee 
ſhall keep and guard your hearts as Kings are kept and guar- 
ded: from all annoiances. This doe then, :thou that art per- 
plexe and intangled in a labyrinth -of debt; - that thowcanſt 
finde no ont-gate, no paſſage, no way to eſcape ; downeupon 
thy kneesto G © D, -73 ours/Pog dvdT]vEor iunpocter me” Bey” (ag 
Chryſoſtome ſpeakes) unclaſpe thy conſcience before G © Þ, 
lay open thy grievances to him, unloade thy cares and wants 
and feares into the boſome of leſus Chriſt ; and if any meanes 
under heaven will eaſe and: helpe thee, this-will doe it. Be- 
leeve itbrethren, all worldlie policies wirhout this are bur 
eArena fine calce, fand without lime ; they will never hold 
together when we have moſt need of them, but like untem< 
pered morter will fallaſunder : let carneſt prayer bee joined 
With frugalirie, skill and induſtric,and then expe with com- 
fort the end that God will give : andthis is the waytomake 

a poore man proſper. - | ! > 26-1 
 T have but one thing more-tomove you n before leave 
this point, and'that is this ; that you whom God hath already 
p pcredand bleſt and enabled todoe good, would beplea- 
d and perſwaded' to-give ſomething out of yourplentie to 
the poore, and piotis uſes, according as God hath _—_— 
you; it isthe e-Lpofles owne ward, 1.Cor. 16.2, Ng 
ave . 
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have-every onelay upin ſtore by him co beſtow on the poore 
. and needie according as God hath proſpered him ; for the 
quantitic, God hath left it to every mans conſcience, onely in 
- generall he is dire&ed 2 Cor.g. to doe as God hath proſpered 
him : wee ſhould doethercfore in this caſe, -as the-Iewes doe 
in another-cale, who becauſerthey know notthe pfeciſe time 
when the Sabbath ſhould begin and.end ; they beginne ican 
houre the ſooner and end it an hourethe later z this they call, 
Adaditionem de prophano ad ſacrum,an addition from prophane- 
| hefle to holinefle. I will not diſputethelawfulneſſe of thac 
a& in particular, but generally in ſuch caſes as this,” itis good 
for every man to» dorather with the:moſt than with the lealt : 
Lnantiſcumgue fumptibus conftet, lucrum' eſt pietatis nomine 
fatere ſumptus. Whatſoever coſta man isatfor pious and cha« 
ritable uſes,it ſhall be a gaine unto himſcMc.* We find 1 Chron, 
22. 14. when David had beſtowed all-his coſt in preparation 
for the Temple (a hundred thouſaad talents of gold, athous« 
{and thouſand talents of filver) thus heeexpreſt it 3 Ecrein 
pavepertate-men, this (faith he) Thave doneaccordingto my 
poverty 3 as if he had faid, if Thad beene able to doe-more, L 
would have done more, but this was asmuch as Tcould reach 
to, and this (I truſt) God willaccept : fay not then in thy 
heart, if I wererich, if I were able 1 would-doe thus and 
thus,but doe as God hath proſpered theezif thou canft not doe 
according to thy-minde; doc according ro thy tneahes, and 
that is all that God requires : we read, Afar. 24. when our Sa« - 
- Viour came riding to Ieruſalem, ſome ſtrewed their garments 
' in the way, -and fome- cur downe bawes and branches : If 
thou beeſt not able ro ſtrew thy garments in the way of Chrift 
| ——— ) tocloath bis poore naked members ; then cut down 
owes.and branches at leaft, f comfortable words ta 


- : them, :plead for them, and what thou wanteft.in ſubſtance, 


makeup inprayer. You know the poore widdowescaſe it 
; the Golpell, that put her two mites into the poore mins boxz 
our SAvTOinr Cnr TI 8sT affirmed that (hee gave more 
than all thereſt, becauſe ſhee gaveallthat ſhee had: which te» 
ſtified (as one faith) not onely her liberalicie to God, but her 
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him knowthat in ſo doing he makes a forfei 
his goods, and Gad yill be a ſevere cxacter of itac his hands 
.When he comesto] | 
We haven prefid 


gt 


world. 1 
. For Chciſts 


htius > 
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poore ſake. ' Dbe good as God hath proſpered andhen 

"There dew fete of - 

. e-done nt text, names 
y the ground and fonndationof wr peek thacirmuſt 

-A raifed and-buile apon religion and picty : God muſt bee 

ſoughe unto, -cre any true proſperity can bee attained unto. 

I will diſpatch the other partina word or two, andſocon- 

clude.” And that is the bounds and limitation of Slap | jon 

peritic, how far it reacheth, and how long it laſterh 

+5 onely during the time thar a man ſerves and ſeeks the Lord. 


ng bee Red! the Lord (fo long,and: no longer,) God 


6 SR = : How longrlae Wes yours ſeeinthe 


{Hee ſought the Lord in thedaies of 
wordebelemy fe ;h dceftanding in the: viſions of God.) 
That wiſe andioty Zechariabyrasshappie ttirorto - 
the: mitiority of King Vtzih; and was alwaics athin#to _ 
counſll/and adviſe bim, to advertiſe and admoniſh him in 

pereiibigeghia God and his governement;and by his 

his holy life ro guide and Nteere him the 
night way to happineſle : NOW AS Zechariahlwed Ou- 


ring all his vize her fought the Lord and butas 
CE CET TT Ie it 


Fitic ferke a3 Fiſt © t _— 
floud, a5 ſoone mtaines and ſp#tagebeganeob 
Kopr, ' preſently 'the waters began. to. abate ; fo when the 


By: ifq who Jorino their 1 minoritic and younger yectt$ 


while they live mn  _ Parents, $50d Titors and goer 
| apts pee rnd mtr wne Yar 
Hine cortice nature, to fimme without n corke, ro file wich 
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ans erne, and rolive wi ut 2 gui mickey mea foods 
they runne many times headlong nt licegrl 
- ous couples, that a man that (ces xk Þ badat the laſt. oul 
hardly belceve they had ever beene good at the firſt, It is 
am obſervation of alate Divine jn the dajes of Popery; _ 
lindnefle, the Divell it ſcemes walked veryfamiliarl "org 
them : hence we have ſo many ſtories of hagges and fayrics, 
and of children taken our of cradles ang others laid in thei 
gpomes, and thoſe they called changelings: fince the lighe of 
the Goſpell hath ſhined ſo cleerely, theſe diyels and fayrics 
haye nor. beene ſeeneanipngſt us-4 but ſtill there are change 
lings too too in every place. Some thePricſts and Ietu- 
ites have changed fromthe truereligion ro poi epetys ; (0 ſome the 
world hath changed from good neighbourhood and good 
hoſpitalitic to all manner of baſenefle CEREY x dpoandad good- 
fellowſhip and che alchouſe hath 
and ſobriety -to prop am ag ama_agþ j $90 many, — 
changelings there bet inthe world ; God of h is merc _ 
them againe, and transforme them i intoa DE 
tati mutatum inveniant (ag S. Beruard(y es) rharh 
ing changed in affeftion toGad-ward, ma 

gecd in affetiontothem-ward, to ſpeake ra _— 
oats : for if _— the c of the world, oblerveic 


. where ec you wh, all never par kinde oſgoe 
ons doe proſper ; * e ever = 
p6r Fare theſe never profperia uy ad, _— 


cret curſe unto them, that nothing that they have (hall prof» 
| þ<r with-them Bur t are ike a man ina conſu 
0 


wicever hee may bolſter. fe for atime Phy- 
Sake mg Nycoyie PR [ney intheeng Tu betbac 
an a ſpiricuall may goe A as TR 
fallen Gow God, 
ir Cir und De Jas 


8.T hey 
£5 En oth 


proſperity, which i 
haycÞ 


SIE? 


ic ! ex; ny of mercy and 
; cleaved and I ſtucke untaGod, 


—_— 
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of, asif jr had beene their owneto beſtow uponrhemſelves, 


and rhat was King Oxziabrcale.. "rn ates 

For our ſelves therefore (to draw toan end) if we defite 
to goc On and profperas we haye begun, that there may bee 
no decay, nodeclining, noabatement, either.in our pietic or 
x1 our proſperity, either in our inward graces or in our out- 
ward fortumes; let uslabour for two things which King TVx- 
z5ah wanted, fincerity and humility. 

Firſt; Labour for ſincerity, bethe ſame inwardly to God- 
Ward, that yon ſterne tobe cutwardly to the world-ward, be 
like'the cartaines ofthe Tabernagle, which they fay were ſo 
wrought, that they were on both ſides alike; ſo be you alike 
on both ſides, in heart-ro the Lord,and in life ta the world, 
elſe there ts no hope of continuance ; for ni/ fiftim eft dintur- 
»7; nothing that is counterfeir will laſt long ;. counter» 
ſeit Pearles and Diamonds tnay gliſter and'{parkle, and make 
a-faire ſhew for a time, but their luſtre will notlaſt ; ſo where 
there is onely an outward forme of godlinefle and notthe in- 

ower of it, it cannotJaſt long. 1fan apple bee rotten 
at the core, though it have a'faire outſide, it will not conti- 
nac fo lang, bot rotrenneffe will poſſeſſe the oncfide alſo ; for 
this'is the natare of things *thar are unſound, they | not 
there where the rottennefſe began, but they purrifie and cor+ 
rupt. more and'more:forhofe that have rotten hearts to Gods 
ward; .may carry a faire ſhew forarime, . But in the end the 
curſe of God' will come upon them .; and their very riame 
ſhall rot, that is, their hypocriſie ſhall be diſcovered and their 
outſide! made as rotten as their inſide. Beware therefore of 


hypoerifieand labour forfiteerity. 
© Secondly, pray for hum ty, that wavanother grace that 
King Vez;ab wanted; itis laid of bitn,Yerſe 16.of this Chap. 
That God helped him till hee was ſtrong, and when hee was 
ghis heart was lifted up t5 his deftruQiod, this was a.la- 
e thing; that'a'rhan in / ſhouldbe fo fwolne 


with pride that hee ſhould even -3, take heed 

of that you whom God hath exalted above your fellowes ; 
the Giangs in vid time were the goodlic} ment y 

: 3 | Worlds. 
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world, yet they are calledin Nephiline, of N aphel, to 
fall, becauſe as bythoeir pride and preſumption they fell from 
God, ſd God in his julticerombled them downe,.. that thiy 
fell without recovery into the pit of hell ;thus (as theſaying = 
is)pride will have a fall, but humility ſhall have a rife, 706 22, 
29.H# hen-men are caſt dows then thou, ſpatt ſay, there is a lifti 
up : aud hee ſpall ave the humble perfois : whend'man cj 
 downe himfelfe in a voluntary humiliation, then God 
and lifts him up,..but when in a-proad preſumption he exalts 

, and lifts up himſelfe, then God dejeRts and cafts them down; 
it is a good meditation of $. «Legwſtirie upan.the words of 
David, P/al»1 38.6. The Lord is ox high and be bcholdeth the 
lawly, as for the proud and hanty he knoweth them @far off ; Vi- 

| = Fx. miraculum Fc, (ee a ſtrange wonder ( faich he) 
ſel | __s God 0nd ant vp An 
himſelfe, the neerer he is to God: 1 will doſe upall with that 
divine Epiphonema of holy Bernard : Domive Dews, qui das 
atians humilibus, da g ratiam ut fimus humiles. O Lord 
God, thou that giveſt grace tothe humble, - give us grace to 

be yu _ that for leſus —_ his _ "ore ua | 
- with thee an y Spirit begiven | 
all honour and bel 
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